
Unbroken: An Olympian’s Journey from Airman to Castaway to Captive  

                                                             by Laura Hillenbrand 

Answer twenty of the twenty-five questions below. Use your own paper to answer the questions. If the 
question is multiple choice, write the letter of the correct answer next to the number. If the question 
requires that you compose an answer, you must write your response in complete sentences.  

1. Identify the text structure of the following passage from the book.  

 “Louie was two years younger than his brother, who was everything he wasn’t. Pete Zamperini 
was handsome, popular, and silky smooth with girls…He once saved a drowning girl. Pete 
radiated a gentle authority that led everyone, even adults to be swayed by his opinion…Louie 
didn’t fit in with other kids” (9-10). 

 
2. Choose the phrase that best completes the following statement. 

        Unbroken is written in ____________________________________ point of view.  

a. first person 
b. second person 
c. third person limited 
d. third person omniscient 

 

3. Correctly complete the following statement.  

Unbroken is a ______________________________, a type of nonfiction. 

4. Which text structure does Laura Hillenbrand use to organize the entire 
narrative? 

a. enumeration 
b. cause-effect 
c. chronological 
d. spatial 

 
5. Which literary device is Hillenbrand using in the following passage? 

“During a raucous childhood, Louie made more than just mischief. He shaped who he’d become. 
Confident that he was clever and bold enough to escape anything, he was almost incapable of 
discouragement. When history carried him into war, this resilient optimism would define him” (9). 

a. imagery  
b. foreshadowing 
c. suspense 
d. conflict 

 



6. As it is used in the passage above, which word could not replace raucous 
without changing the meaning of the sentence? 

 
a. incorrigible  
b. obedient 
c. unruly 
d. disorderly 

 
7. Explain the meaning of resilient optimism as it is used in the preceding 

passage in reference to Louie’s future.  
 
8. Identify three of Pete Zamperini’s character traits that are revealed in the 

following passage. 
 

Pete headed straight to the principal. Louie craved attention, Pete told him but had never won it in 
form of praise, so he sought it in the form of punishment. If Louie was recognized for doing 
something right, he’d turn his life around. Pete asked the principal to let Louie join a sport. When 
the principal refused, Pete asked if he could live with allowing Louie to fail. It was a cheeky thing for 
a boy to say to his principal, but Pete was the one kid who could get away with such a remark. The 
principal gave in (13).  

 

9. Which methods of characterization does the author use in the preceding 
passage?  
 

10.  Describe Louie’s miserable experience that leads to “his surrender to Pete” 
(16) and the beginning of his serious training as a runner. 

 
11.  Explain how Louie earns the nickname “Torrance Tornado”? 

 
12. Identify the text structure of the following excerpt from Unbroken. 

 
“For a poor kid accustomed to stale bread and milk for breakfast, the ship was paradise. Food 
and beverages were everywhere, in amazing abundance. Louie devoured everything…When the 
ship docked, a doctor weighed Louie. In nine days, he’d gained twelve pounds”(32).  
 

13. The story of Louie’s stealing the Nazi flag was reported inaccurately. Which type of 
figurative language were the writers using when they reported that “Louie ‘had 
stormed Hitler’s palace’ to steal the flag in a ‘hail of bullets’” (38) 
 
a. personification 
b. simile 
c. resolution 
d. hyperbole 

 



14.  Considering Louie’s WWII experiences, explain why the following statement 
is ironic. 
 
“Running the 1940 Olympic 1,500 at twenty-three after years of training would be another 
matter. The same thought was circling Pete’s mind: Louie could win gold in 1940. 
     Officials had just announced which city would host the 1940 Games. Louie shaped his dreams 
around Tokyo, Japan.  
 

15.  Explain the events that caused the 1940 Olympic Games to be relocated and 
then cancelled. 
 

16. When the military draft is established by Congress, how does Louie respond? 
 

17. Which literary devices is the author using in the following passage? 

“The train carried him to Ephrata, Washington, where an air base sat in a dry lakebed. The lakebed 
was determined to bury the base in blowing dirt, and it was succeeding. Men waded through drifts 
more than a foot deep, all meals were gritty with sand, and ground crews, which had to replace 
twenty-four dirt-clogged aircraft engines in twenty-one days, had to spray oil on the taxiways to keep 
the dust down” (50).  

a. imagery, alliteration, and personification 
b. repetition, simile, and metaphor  
c. simile, alliteration, and repetition 
d. metaphor, imagery, and simile 

 
18. What is the author’s tone in the following excerpts describing the B-24 Liberator? 

What impressions do the author’s tone and the description of the aircraft make on the 
reader and how do both prepare the reader for later events?  

“Crews called it the Flying Brick and the Constipated Lumberer, a play on Consolidated 
Liberator…Navigating the narrow catwalk could be difficult ;one slip and you’d tumble into  the 
bomb bay, which had fragile aluminum doors that would tear away with the weight of a falling 
man…The B-24’s had no steering, so when taxiing, the pilot had to coax the bomber along by 
powering the one side’s engines, then the other, and working the left and right brakes, one of which 
was usually more sensitive than the other…Flying the B-24, one of the world’s heaviest planes, was 
like wrestling a bear (55). 

 

19. How do the passage above and the one below provide characterization for Louie’s 
crew who was assigned to a B-24? 

The crew’s B-24 had its own personality. When nearing empty, the fuel gauges sometimes reported 
that the plane was magically gaining fuel. But for all its quirks, the plane never failed the men. It 
was a noble thing, rugged and inexhaustible, and they loved it. They named it Super Man (59). 

 

 



20. Which sound device does the author use in the passage below to describe the 
Japanese attack on the Funafuti airbase? Identify at least three words that convey 
sound. How does this sound device affect the reader and enhance his/her 
understanding? 

…Boom…Boom! At last, with the bombs so close they could hear them whistling, they dove under a 
hut built on flood stilts, landing in a heap of men.  

An instant later, everything was scalding white and splintering noise. The ground heaved; the air 
whooshed; the hut shuddered (88).  

21. Describe at least three horrific challenges that Louie, Phil, and Mac must endure in 
the life raft after the Green Hornet crashes.  
 

22. What is Louie’s reaction to Mac’s death? How does this event affect Louie in the 
future? 

 
23. In the excerpts below Hillenbrand describes the actions of the prisoners held 

by the Japanese under the most inhumane, brutal conditions imaginable. 
What can the reader infer about the captive men from these descriptions? 
How did these activities alter their circumstances? 

Exploiting the silence rule’s loophole—the captives were permitted to speak to guards—
they’d approach the guards in groups and speak English, using a querying tone. The 
confused guards thought they were being asked questions, but the men were really speaking 
to each other…At night if the guards stepped away from the cells, the whole barracks would 
start tapping out Morse code…Men smiled and addressed guards in friendly tones, cooing out 
filthy insults(134-135). 
…Omori’s POW slaves were waging a guerrilla war against Japan. At rail yards, they 
switched mailing labels, sending tons of goods to the wrong destinations. They threw dirt 
into gas tanks (179). 
…Others tied up their pant cuffs, stuck the reeds in their waistbands, and filled their pants 
with sugar (180).  

 
24. Who is Mutsuhiro Watanabe?  How does his treatment of Louie convince the 

reader that he is, as one POW says, “absolutely the most sadistic man I ever 
met?”(174) Explain Watanabe’s fate after the Japanese lose the war? 

 

25. Describe two major difficulties that Louie experiences when he returns home 
after the war. How does he overcome his problems?  
 

  

 
 

      

 


